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The Town of Truro is at a critical fork in the road — and the path it chooses will either protect or
seriously damage the groundwater supply in North Truro and set a precedent for the rest of the
town. Its citizens are being asked to believe that two important goals — housing that’s affordable
and clean water — are at odds. They are not. To make this clear, Truro citizens must demand that
any affordable housing in Truro be built and managed in an environmentally responsible way. The
town should not permit affordable housing that contaminates water of residents and neighbors.

The test case is the Cloverleaf Project, a “40B” project slated for 40 units of affordable housing to be
built on four acres of land. This project will generate wastewater at a rate usually handled by 16
acres of land and producing four times the allowable nitrates, based on Truro wastewater
standards. The Cape Cod Commission projects the Cloverleaf nitrate load will be an astonishing 19
mg/L, nearly double the EPA standard of 10 mg/L in drinking water. Excessive nitrate loads are a
serious matter.

Towns have little control over many aspects of 40B projects, but water is one of the few resources
Truro does have authority over. If Truro’s Zoning Board of Appeals grants a permit based on
current plans, this would put drinking water at risk for all residents of the Cloverleaf and for Pond
Village, Professional Heights and potentially more neighbors. The project either needs to be scaled
down in size to dramatically reduce wastewater output, or Cloverleaf wastewater treatment needs
to handle the site’s true nitrate load adequately.
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Instead, the Cloverleaf developer has proposed constructing a large leaching field to treat human
waste, a solution suited for individual homes on large lots, not for intensely built-out properties.
Significantly, Cloverleaf wastewater will flow to the south and west, including Pond Village and
Professional Heights, neighborhoods of closely-built, older homes in North Truro inhabited mostly
by year-round residents, most of which rely on well water for drinking. Weston & Sampson,
engineers hired to evaluate Truro’s ground water, designated Pond Village as one of three “areas of
critical interest” due to elevated levels of nitrates in 2014.

Since 2008, Truro has facilitated voluntary nitrate testing, resulting in thousands of sample results.
This includes 57 of 150 homes (nearly 40%) in the Pond Village area collected in three samplings
between 2008 and 2016, revealing the average nitrate concentration there is already 2.3 mg/L,
almost double the town-wide average of 1.2 mg/L. One third of these homes tested at 3 mg/L
nitrate or above. Three homes tested above 9 mg/L.

The Cloverleaf project asks a wide swath of North Truro — including hundreds of homes — to take
compromised and degraded groundwater on the chin, as if this is the cost of affordable housing. It
is not a cost of affordable housing. It is an unacceptable cost of housing development done on the
cheap, without regard for the human cost of the well-being of Truro’s residents.

Truro can and must do better than this. Truro citizens need to stand up firmly — and soon — on
the side of environmentally responsible housing development and let the ZBA know unequivocally
before its Jan. 13 meeting that it must insist the Cloverleaf developer protects surrounding ground
water. The ZBA should deny a permit until the developer proposes a viable solution. The rest of
Truro is watching. If we get this right, Truro can provide a blueprint for how to continue to
develop affordable (and other) housing without damaging our groundwater, a life-sustaining
resource that knows no property boundaries and is shared by us all.

Although not currently on any local government boards, Kuechler has been a member of the Pamet Lens

Oversight Group, Truro Water Resources Oversight Committee and Provincetown Water and Sewer Board

over the course of 16 years.
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Herridge is a member of the Truro Planning Board and the Truro Community Preservation Committee, but

is speaking here as a citizen. He received a doctor of medicine degree from Albert Einstein College of

Medicine and a doctorate in law from Rutgers University School of Law.


