Navigating the Future of Orrshore Wind
Responsinly

By onJul. 26, 2024

As we stand on the brink of a
transformative era for Cape Cod and
beyond, the promise of offshore wind
energy presents a remarkable
opportunity. Our region, with its rich
maritime heritage and commitment to
sustainability, is poised to become a
leading player in this burgeoning field.
However, as we embrace this new

frontier, it is imperative that we do so with

a firm commitment to thoughtful
permitting, corporate responsibility,

robust emergency response, and the protection of our cherished viewsheds.
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Offshore wind energy holds the potential to significantly reduce our carbon
footprint, create high-quality jobs, and drive new economic growth. The Cape
Cod Chamber of Commerce wholeheartedly supports clean energy innovation
and the many opportunities it presents. Yet, we must approach this work with a
balanced perspective, ensuring that our environmental values, community
character, and existing economy are also preserved. This requires careful

attention in several key areas:

o Streamlined and Thoughtful Permitting
Efficient and transparent permitting processes are necessary for the
successful deployment of offshore wind projects. We advocate for
streamlined procedures that do not compromise on environmental
safeguards. The permitting process should be both efficient and
comprehensive, avoiding unnecessary delays while ensuring that all

potential impacts are thoroughly evaluated and mitigated.

 Emergency Response Planning
As advances are made in offshore wind energy development, it is essential
to establish robust emergency response plans. This includes not only
preparedness for potential operational incidents but also ensuring that
emergency services are equipped to handle unforeseen events.
Coordination between developers, local authorities, and emergency

responders will be critical to maintain safety and minimize risks.

* Protecting Our Viewshed



The scenic beauty of Cape Cod, particularly the view from the Cape Cod
National Seashore, is one of our most treasured assets. Offshore wind
projects must prioritize the protection of scenic viewsheds which account for
a quantifiable economic impact on tourism, outdoor recreation, resident
quality of life, and local business. Strategic planning and innovative
technology should be employed to limit visual impacts and preserve the
natural landscapes that define our region. It is crucial that these projects

enhance the environment rather than detract from it.

o Corporate Responsibility
Most importantly, we must champion corporate responsibility in every
aspect of offshore wind development. We call upon companies to engage
with the Cape Cod community transparently and responsibly. This includes
rigorous environmental impact assessments, adherence to best practices
that minimize ecological disturbances, and clear communication with local
stakeholders. Local businesses and residents should feel assured that their

concerns are heard and addressed.

Two recent events have exposed operational risks and permitting shortfalls in the
offshore wind development process: the

south of the Islands, and the

east of the Outer Cape, in the Gulf of

Maine.
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It is simply unacceptable for the Cape and Islands to bear the environmental
and economic costs associated with turbine debris on our beaches, or visible

turbines from the banks of the National Seashore.

The broken Vineyard Wind turbine blade is a problem that can be resolved with
an extensive clean-up program, reinspection of all turbine blades associated
with the project, and improved emergency response protocols to limit or

eliminate the possibility that broken blades and debris fall into the ocean.

BOEM'’s process for siting future offshore energy projects is another matter. The
proposed designation of sites in direct conflict with the Cape Cod National
Seashore’s charter (which protects viewsheds from park lands) is concerning.
The lack of meaningful community engagement with Cape Cod residents and

decision makers is downright disturbing.

While offshore wind energy represents a bright future for our region, it is
essential that this transition is navigated with care and responsibility. By
upholding a commitment to corporate ethics, ensuring efficient permitting,
preparing for emergencies, and protecting natural beauty, we can harness the
benefits of this clean energy revolution without compromising the values that

make Cape Cod unique.

Together, we must push forward with a shared vision of a sustainable,

prosperous, and visually harmonious future for Cape Cod.
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